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Abstract—Housing has been the most sought out subject and much 
researched one over the years. Yet it opens many avenues in the form 
of its design and approach. The most vulnerable and the most 
challenging part is to make it a self sustaining concept. Though at 
individual scale many have achieved the same. But at the mass scale 
experimentation are in process. 
 
The biggest challenge in making the government and private 
entrepreneurs realize the significance of sustainability through the 
eye of financial and commercial aspect. Lest we do not indulge into 
the financial aspect and involvement of rapid construction techniques 
with the idea of fast completion and involving the government to 
become a participate in fixing the rates of materials etc  this whole 
idea of sustainability at a mass level would be a mammoth task to 
achieve. Government would have to intervene in this process as a 
regulator and monitoring agency. 
 
Establishment of special building bye laws region wise and 
geographical understanding, special permissions from the context of 
land profiles, land capacity, water levels, etc, would be a great boost 
to this segment of sustainability, which would create a better 
scenario of urban ecology: Lest we like the hard core concrete 
jungles which have made our all regionally and contextually different 
places look like. And defaced our urban forms. 
The tragic part is that sustainability is being looked as a simple tool 
and uniformly spread pan regions on similar justification. 
Sustainability with todays understanding of vernacularism. Which 
has changed its perception to introduce the element of flexibility and 
multiple usage structuring not only of the spaces, but of the  
structural grids, essential building services, public interface and 
levels of interaction of community as a whole and allow the resident 
to see the physical links as spaces for the community to interact at 
different times of the day/year. 
 
The above would be supported by certain live and conceptual case 
examples to prove that a willful act can only be performed once all 
minds put into the process move in a similar thought process. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Sustainability, in its refined form (natural mechanism) co-
exists in the nature, in the land, sky, air, animals. etc, in a bio 
ecological process to sustain in the nature now. However, the 
sustainability in is crudest forms is in the present scenario, 
where sustainability had reduced its meaning to survival of the 
fittest, in the commercial status. 

Not recognizing the geography, region, context, climate, the 
urban sustainability has reached the point of mathematical 
calculations, fast life, gadget life etc, which has put in lot of 
pressure on our natural reserves including the forest, river, 
seas, etc and disrupting the ecological balance in it. What we 
need is to deliberate on  projects/ development which put all 
natural effort in redefining the relationship of nature vs man to 
understanding a new sustainable ecology. The man-made 
interventions are such that they abrupt in accelerating the 
human bend to live a natural life, with nature in its close 
vacancy which includes farming, vegetation, recycling, and at 
a cost effective concept since the human mind hones on the 
idea of economic balance. 

We have put an effort through a case example of mass housing 
(affordable) project to explain an approach of sustainable 
living in today context where the nature and man-made not 
only co-exist but also reproduce materials/foods for there fun 
and living.   

Sustainability is an act of balancing and creation of a process 
which now eventually lead the society to live happened, 
longer with all the emotional connection between the human 
and nature kind. 

Materials and systems that simplify and reduce maintenance 
requirements require less water, energy and toxic chemicals. 

2. VERNACULAR-ISM AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Vernacular architecture is popularly known as an architectural 
style that is traditional, static and not relevant with the ever 
growing architectural styles. However, with the increasing 
concerns for the environmental safety and sustainability, 
solutions has to be derived using the same techniques with 
reference to technological advancement. 

Vernacular architecture is supposed to be a method of 
designing spaces required to accommodate a life.  

It requires active participation of the people who will later 
occupy this space. It involves understanding the lifestyle of a 
community and formulating it into the built form.  A structure 
can not be called vernacular even after being climate 
responsive and sustainable, until it caters to each and every 
need of its future residents. 
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